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FULBRIGHT WARNS 
OF ‘FATAL’ COURSE 
BY U.S. IN VIETNAM 


Tells Newspaper Publishers 
That Country Shows Signs 

* • • - v 

of Overextending Power 


HYSTERIA CHARGED 


Senator Says Nation Cannot 
Reach Social Goals While 
Paying Cost of Fighting 


; Excerpts from Fulbright talk 
are printed on Page 32. 


By HOMER BIOART 

Senator J. W. Fulbright 
warned here last night that 
... /.'America is showing some 
signs of that fatal presumption, 
• that overextension of power 
and mission, which brought 
ruins to ancient Athens, to 
Napoleonic France and to Nazi 
Germany.” 

The war in Vietnam has 
.sparked the beginnings of a war 
hysteria in this country, Sena- 
tor Fulbright told the Bureau 
of Advertising of the American 
Newspaper Publishers Associa- 
tion at a dinner in the Waldorf 
Astoria Hotel. 

It is “a kind of madness,” 
the Arkansas Democrat said, 
for the Johnson Administration 
to assume that the nation can 
‘achieve the Great Society pro- 
gram at home while financing 
an "open-ended” war in Asia. 
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dent simply cannot think about 
implementing the Great Society 
at home while he is Supervising 
homblng missions over North 
Vietnam,” Senator Fulbright 
said in a prepared speech. 

‘Faljqut Effects* Cited 

Moreover, he said. Congress 
s j has lost interest in the Great 
J&cieiy; politically and psy- 
chologically tt haa become a 
•4 . ' “war Cpngress,” he said. 

Reviewing what he called thfc 
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“fallout effects" of the Amer- 
ican military involvement in 
Southeast Asia, Rena tor Ful- 
bri&ht said the, war had sus- 
pended progress toward normal 
relations between the United 
States and the Soviet Union. 

He also said that It had made 
Western Europe “more ap- 
palled than impressed” by both 
the "destructiveness and ap- 
parent ineffectiveness” of Am- 
erican military power and that 
domestically, it had diverted 
energies from the Great Society 
program and “generated the 
beginnings of a war fever in 
the minds of the American peo- 
ple and their leaders.” 

.'Facile Assumption’ 

On Monday, newspaper execu- 
tives in the same ballroom 
hearil Vice President Humphrey 
deliver a “hard line” speech 
calling for a display of national 
endurance and Baying the coun- 
try could have 'both guns and 
butter. 

Last night, with somber elo- 
quence, Senator Fulbright 
sought to demolish the “facile 
assumption” that the country 
could raise the billions of dol- 
lars necessary to rebuild its 
schools and cities and public 
transport and eliminate air and 
water 'pollution while also 
1 spending tens of billions on an 
Asian war. 

It is already being demon- 
strated, he said, that Americans 
lack the mental and spiritual 
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resources for . such a dual ef- 
fort. 

"But even if the material 
resources can somehow be 
drawn from an expanding econ- 
omy,” he said, “I do not think 
that the spiritual resources will 
long be forthcoming from an 
angry and disappointed people.” 

Even more damaging than 
the turning away from Great 
Society goals is the stirring up 
of "war fever,” said the Sen- 
ator, who is chairman of the 
Senate’s Foreign Relations 
Committee/ 

"It is only just now getting 
under way,” he told the news- 
paper executives, “but, as the 


war goes on, as the casualty 
lists grow longer and affect 
more and more American homes, 
the fever will rise and the 
patience of the American people 
will give way to mounting de- 
mands for an expanded war, 
for a lightning blow that will 
get it over with at a stroke. 

"The first demand might be 
a blockade of Haiphong; then, 
if that .doesn't work, a bomb- 
ing raid on Hanoi; and if that 
doesn’t work, a strike against 
China; and then we will have 
a global war.” 

Senator Fulbright said there 
was a "marked change” in Am- 
erican thinking: "Instead of 

emphasizing plans for social 
change, the policy planners and 
political scientists are conjur- 
ing up 'scenarios’ of escalation 
and nuclear confrontation and 
‘models’ of insurgency and 
counterinsurgency.” A ^ 

Criticism Defended 
Anticipating some hostile re- 
action to his speech. Senator 
Fulbright began by saying: "I 
believe that the citizen who 
criticizes his country is paying 
it an Implied tribute: at the 
very least it means that he has 
given up .on his country, 
he still has hopes for it” 
Then he said -the United 
States was “failing short” be- 
cause "we do not seem to be- 
lieve in our own power and 
greatness.” He cited "our ap- 
parent need for constant proof 
and reassurance, our nagging 
desire for popularity, our bvt- 
' ?mess and oonfuskm when for- 
_ gners fail to appreciate our 
generosity and good inten- 
tions.” 

"When a nation is very pow- 
erful but lacking in self-confi- 
dence, it is likely to behave in 
a manner that is dangerous 
both bo itself and to others,” he 
warned. 

"Gradually but unmistakably, 
America is succumbing to that 
arrogance of power which has 
afflicted, weakened and in some 
cases destroyed great nations in 
the past” 

He ended hts speech by say- 
ing: "I am very apprehensive 
but I still remain hopeful, and 
even confident, that America, 
with its humane and democratic 
traditions, will find the wis- 
dom to match its power.” 

The Bureau of Advertising 
Annual Recognition Award for 
1966 was presented at the din- 
ner to the J. C. Penney Com 
pony, Inc. 
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